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"I come from Master Miao of Yang-chou," he said.
"This is his letter.'* He took out the letter and the list of
presents.
"Please stand up," Hsi-men Ch'ing said to him. He
opened the letter and read it carefully, pleased that Master
Miao had sent him the two boys. "It was quite by chance
I met your master," he said. "We were very friendly and
when we were drinking together he was good enough to
promise me you two boys. Now he has sent you to me even
all this long way. Your master is certainly a man whose
words are worth a thousand gold pieces. It is most un-
usual."
The twQ boys came forward and kotowed. "Our master
bade us come and serve you," they said. "He asks that you
will be kind to us."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told them to rise. "I will see that you are
given a worthy task," he said. He called for food and wine
to be given them and Miao Shih, prepared some valuable
presents for Master Miao, and had a letter written to accom-
pany them. He told the two boys that they should serve him
in his study. »
Han Tao-kuo's wife, Porphyry, knew that Hsi-mSn was'
very busy and was anxious to find someone to take a message
to him. Her young brother, Wang Ching, was a fine-looking
lad about sixteen years old and, that same day, she decided
to send him to Hsi-men Ch'ing. Hsi-m£n accepted him and
sent him to work in his study.
While Hsi-rnSn Ch'iag was making arrangements about
these boys, Ying Po-chueh came to see him. Hsi-m6n told
him how Master Miao had sent the two boys. He told Tai An
to bring refreshments and invite Po-chueh to dine. Then he
asked the boys to sing some songs of the south. They came
in and stood side by side with castanets in their hands. They
sang: 'Last^night the plums in the garden blossomed.' Their
voices were sweet and the melody they sang was exquisite.
Po-chiieh was delighted. He jumped out of his chair.
"Brother/* he said, "what extraordinary luck to get two boys
like this. It was indeed kind of Master Miao."
"I shall have to give him something in return," Hsi-m€n

